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At your service

Pupils’ pumpkins

Leading the way

Record breakers!
NLA is celebrating the recent outstanding success of two of its students.

Year 13 student, Joseph Johnston, has passed his industry CISCO CCNA2 exam with absolute flying colours achieving 95%, the highest grade achieved in the history of the course. In addition, Jamie Molloy has completed his ICT
coursework four months early – achieving a Distinction in all 12 units!
CISCO courses are taken by industry experts and a Level 3 equivalent qualification means Joseph can embark on a
higher degree or apprenticeship in networking. His teachers, Mr Close and Mr Friel, are supporting his progress through
the next qualification levels. Mr Friel said: “Joseph is the highest achiever in the class and a prime example of what
hard work can achieve.”
Jamie’s Double Distinction qualification is the equivalent of A*A* in Information Technology. He plans to
study Business and Information Management at the University of Liverpool. Academy staff are certain
that both students will succeed in anything they put their mind to and wish them every success.

A very happy Jamie!

Haneen joins
Europe debate
Head Girl, Haneen
Awwad, is jetting off to
Spain to represent Great
Britain in a debate with
students from other EU
member states.
Haneen (pictured) is a member of New Europeans UK, a project for
engaging young people aged 16-30 in discussions about Europe and
sharing each other’s views. The conference in Granada will include
students from many other countries including Italy and Romania.
She has already addressed an audience of 200 local students at
Liverpool Town Hall as part of the project. The meeting covered what
Europe had done for Liverpool and the whole UK. There was a
pro/anti Europe debate and the results were very valuable for New
Europeans UK’s research. Activities also included a ‘Europe bingo’
with questions about the EU. People with a full house had to shout
‘Europe’ to win a prize!

Joseph receives his qualification

Haneen has been attending Liverpool Schools’ Parliament meetings
since Year 7 and she has held the office of Young Lord Mayor and
Young Prime Minister of Liverpool. She is also a member of the
Merseyside Travel, Events and Tourism committee. Public speaking
and active listening are skills that Haneen is developing as she
intends to pursue a career in law.

Year 12 student, Michael Hardy, recounts his experience of
addressing an education conference.

Teaching the teachers
Following an education convention at Landau Forte
College in Derby, only four of us were selected to
represent the students of the country at the national SSAT
teacher conference in Manchester.
Over 800 headteachers and other educational figures witnessed me raising some of the
fundamental problems with the education system. The three main areas I emphasised in
my speech were: the teacher retention crisis; the starting age of our primary
schoolchildren compared with those of the most successful education systems; and the
lack of measurement and development of softer skills.
The opportunity allowed me to present my opinions to people in the education system
that can bring about successful change. The process helped the development of my
public speaking skills. I also felt really proud that I could contribute to changing my
educational experience and that of the students who follow me.
See page 4 for extracts from Michael’s conference speech.
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A Tale of Two Cities

Two lucky NLA students, James Riley and Kansan Rajeswaran,
have attended the Northern Flowerhouse exhibition at St
George’s Hall.
They were chosen due to their participation in the Grow Wild project and for helping to develop the NLA
in Bloom gardening allotment. The Lord Mayors of Liverpool and Manchester thanked all the guests
who had made A Tale of Two Cities possible, following a joint bid for the Grow Wild England Flagship
Award.
NLA has been fully involved in the Grow Wild project, which included sowing wildflower seeds in the
meadows on the slopes of Everton Park. This work was featured in the exhibition as were our art
students’ screen printed mosaics of The Lost Tribes of Everton.
Everton Park became a breathtaking live display of poppies and wildflowers last summer. Poppies are
the most evocative of all wildflowers and the current Weeping Window ceramic installation at St
George’s Hall reflects the symbolism of poppies and wildflowers across our many cultures in both cities.
Alongside other guests, James and Kansan viewed the exhibition commemorating the project, inside
the astounding dungeons of St George’s Hall. They met Ken Rodgers, the historian and former sports
journalist, and were treated to songs by artists from both cities.
Mr Devey, NLA Community Coordinator remarked: “We were so proud to be involved in the Tale of
Two Cities project and would like to thank Richard Scott and Polly Mosely for all of the amazing
activities that have been provided to NLA through this project. We can’t wait to work with them again
this year.”
Pictured are James and Kansan with the Lord Mayors on the steps of St George’s Hall.

Year 12 student, Anthony Baker, recalls his
visit to the migrant camp in Calais.

Care for Calais

Our community spirit
My visit to Calais was an unforgettable experience. We had
learned about The Jungle migrant camp from our group leader
from the charity, Positive Futures, and from media coverage.
Our aim was to take aid such as tents and sleeping bags. The
trip was organised in partnership with an organisation called
Care for Calais.
The Jungle is an area of sand dunes that is home to over 2,500 refugees living in makeshift
shelters made from tarpaulin sheets and wooden planks. Some have tents that were donated by
charities such as the one I was working with.

“We went to the nearest superstore and spent €150-€180 of
our own money. We split the supplies into bags and distributed
them to the families.”
A young charity worker gave us a tour, during which we got to know about the camp. We found
our way into the family section, made from large sheets of corrugated metal and wooden blocks.
The families said they needed bread, clothes and toys for the children. We went to the nearest
superstore and spent €150-€180 of our own money. We split the supplies into bags and
distributed them to the families.
Positive Futures’ philosophy is one of social inclusion and it aims to build skills and capacity for
the improvement of health, welfare and employability in young people. The experience will be
with me always. I am honoured to have helped a cause I believe in and I will be returning to
Calais with the same charity.
Pictured are charity workers and migrants at the camp.

It was celebrations all round as NLA won
the award for Supporting Young People at
the annual Breckfield Community Awards.
Held at the Isla Gladstone Conservatory in
Stanley Park, the ceremony confers awards on
local organisations, individuals or community
groups that are working for the benefit of our
community. The category of Supporting Young
People focused on the amazing community
projects that have developed at NLA.
Our Sea Cadets Enrichment
programme with Year 9 saw
a huge change in
behaviour and attitude.
Most of the group
signed up for the
uniformed
services
and the programme
is continuing with
Year 7.
The NLA in Bloom
gardening club welcomes
anyone from the school
and local community.
It was developed with
apprentices and gardeners
from Regenda Homes.

A second project, with Regenda volunteers and the Woodland Trust,
provided 30 free tree saplings to our school. Our Student Voice
volunteers and Regenda apprentices planted the trees.
In conjunction with BNENC (Breckfield North Everton
Neighbourhood Centre) funding was provided through the Big
Lottery to start Walking Football at the school. In partnership with
Everton FC, our players now represent the club
against other teams including Manchester City,
Wigan and Tranmere Rovers.
Other projects included a Guinness Book of
Records bid for ‘the most people dressed as
Dalmatians’ in addition to Spring Forward and
Pink and Powerful events. There
was also: Giving Veterans a
Voice with Y9 and the LIPA
Academy; planting wildflowers
in Everton Park with Y7 STAR
students and Kew Gardens;
and a residential trip for Y9
students and the local Sea
Cadet Unit.
Pictured is NLA
Community and Extended
Services Coordinator, Andy
Devey (left), receiving the
award from Steve Newsham
of Regenda Homes.

NLA IN THE COMMUNITY
Pink and Powerful fundraiser
NLA has held another Pink and Powerful
charity extravaganza and raised over £600 for
the Teenage Cancer Trust.
The Academy welcomed students, parents and the local community to
the event which was launched with a spectacular performance from
MD Productions. BBC Radio Merseyside presenter, Ngunan Adamu,
was an expert compère and the guests were thrilled from start to finish
by catwalks from LJMU students and the effortlessly gorgeous
Francesca Couture.
Also performing were brand new Liverpool girlband, GirlTalk, who got
the crowd going with their new hit single. Entrepreneur, Justine Mills,
(owner of Cricket Boutique) and champion boxer, Natasha Jonas,
gave the audience expert insights into how perseverance, passion
and belief in yourself can help you build amazing opportunities.
The first 100 guests through the door were greeted with a glass of
(non-alcoholic) fizz and a pamper goodie bag, packed full of products
donated by Unilever at Port Sunlight and by the Lush store in
Liverpool.
As well as all the stage activity, guests
could visit a variety of stalls in three
zones. In ‘Entrepreneurship’ there were
local businesses including Aunty Fran
children’s clothes and Serendipity
Jewellery from Priory Road. In ‘Advice’ we
had representatives from Citizens’ Advice
Bureau, Everton Nursery and Children’s
Centre amongst many others. Finally, in
‘Health and Beauty’ guests could receive
complimentary treatments from PAAT
Therapies or Lush Spa.
The evening was a wonderful celebration
of everything women can achieve and we
hope the ladies left feeling relaxed,
inspired and having had a brilliant time. A
huge thank you to everyone that came
along - we’re already looking forward to
next year’s event!

Year 12 Dance Captains, Fay Dermott and
Charlotte Wilkins, report on a dance performance.

Our perfect performance!
As part of the Performing Arts department,
we put together a dance event to showcase all
the students’ hard work during the term.
For a couple of months, all Year groups worked hard to create
powerful and entertaining dance routines for the show: each one had
a different narrative and theme. We were all so delighted to perform
our pieces to such a wonderful, respectful audience. We really
enjoyed working with students across all Year groups. They have the
same passion as ourselves and we are excited to be working with
them on the next show.
We would especially like to thank Flames, the Year 9-10 dance
company, for presenting such eye-catching dances which were
performed with such high quality. Our work on the show increased the
dance company’s confidence and technical ability. We would like to
say a big thank you to all the people who turned up to help with the
event and those who came along to see the performance. We would
also like to thank our teachers. We really appreciate their hard work in
making the night a success.
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Wet and windy adventures
“

It was nice to get out of school but it
made me realise how hard it is to lead a
team when you’re not very confident with
map reading.”
David Shannon

Year 13 students have been raft building
and dragon boating at Crosby Marina.
The aim of the activities was to develop teamwork and
leadership skills as part of their Public Services course. “Outdoor
education really brings the best out of some students,” said Mr
Smith, “Although some of them are quiet in the classroom, they
took over when building a raft. I think they really didn’t want to
get wet!”

“

I want to join the Marines so I
found the visit really useful. I have
already started my application so
it will help me with my training.”
Owen Carter

Pendle Hill
Students from the Public Services course have also been to
Pendle Hill to complete team leading activities in an unfamiliar
environment. Each member of the class led the team around a
section of the route showing navigation, communication and
leadership skills. The weather made the day very challenging as
it was extremely windy. “This was an excellent chance to allow
the students to lead a team when they are outside of their
comfort zone. It creates a lot more to think about than any
activity they could do in school,” commented Mr Smith.

Royal Marines
Years 11-13 have been nursing aching limbs after a strenuous
training session at NLA conducted by the Royal Marines. The
students were learning about the opportunities available to them
in the Public Services. Following a presentation about life in the
Marines, the trainer gave the group an idea about the fitness
levels needed to join. The visit presented the students with a
valuable insight into life in the armed forces and knowledge of
how to prepare themselves physically and mentally.

“

My legs were killing me but it was really
enjoyable seeing what the Marines have to
do every day.”
Kieran Gibson

At your service!

Continued from page 1. Highlights from Year 12 student Michael Hardy’s
address to the SSAT teacher conference.

Teaching the teachers
Education is promoted as the integral
preparation needed to become competitive
and successful in the world of work. But is
our education system effective in
providing this? The short answer is no.

Two of our talented Year 13 Vehicle Technology
students are looking forward to careers in the
motor trade business sector.
Tom Miller and Callum Dwyer are well on their way to completing a City and
Guilds Level 2 Diploma in Business Administration. They have been
studying for the Diploma alongside their Level 3 Vehicle Technology
(Motorsports) course, while gaining vital experience working as assistants
in Scoot66.
North Liverpool Academy’s very own Scooter and Car Care parts/service
shop is now an established and well visited enterprise on Merseyside.
Good luck to Tom and Callum for the future and thank you for your hard
work in making our Scoot66 project a great success.

A recent report ranked the United Kingdom 20th in the world,
based on the standard of education that it provides. The same
report also showed that 20% of all British students leave
education without acquiring the basic skills needed to
enter full-time employment. Surely, this shows that
fundamental change is rapidly required.
We are one of a handful of countries that start
compulsory education at the age of five. The
top ten ranked countries including
Singapore, Hong Kong, Japan and
Finland, start at age six or seven.
Are we simply pushing too much
too young on our students?
Teaching is under strict time
constraints which don’t allow children’s
curiosity to develop. This is due to
excessive Government targets and the
implementation of performance-related pay. Schools

are ranked on academic attainment and not on the development of
‘soft’ skills that make students more employable. If we do not find
a way to measure these skills, they will never become a focal
point of education.
The UK has a huge retention crisis with 53% of teachers
considering leaving, due to workload and wanting a better
work-life balance. Education has become overrun by targets, data
and persistent Ofsted inspections. Reducing teacher workload
means we will retain quality teachers and make a better working
environment for staff and students. William Arthur Ward said:
“The mediocre teacher tells. The good teacher explains.
The superior teacher demonstrates. The great
teacher inspires.”
Beginning at age five, we should implement a
year focusing on play-based learning and the
development of each child. We must measure
‘soft’ skills to decrease the number of students
leaving education without employability
skills. In addition, we must reduce workload
to retain quality teachers. If these
fundamental changes are considered then
I believe we will enable our country to
ascend the education league tables.
Michael is pictured with his SSAT certificate
for presenting at their conference.
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Course and campus
comparisons

NLA’s sixth form students have
attended the University Search Fair in
Manchester.
Held at United’s famous Old Trafford stadium, the visit was
to support and prepare them for university applications.
The students spoke to representatives from many different
universities and attended specialist seminars on how to
apply to university.
After lunch, they listened to guest speakers explaining the
benefits of higher education. The students also attended a
panel discussion which aimed to troubleshoot the common
problems that students face when applying to university.
Some of the comments from our students included: “There
were universities I had never even thought about and
some of the courses looked really good.” “I liked being able
to speak to a person about each college or about the
courses offered. I use the internet all the time but talking to
somebody made it easier to understand.”

Spotlight:
University
of Liverpool
Year 12 student, Demi Sheridan, reports on a university
visit.

Exploring student life

On arrival, we had a lecture giving us
basic information about university life.
The lecturer was able to answer all our
additional questions. Next, we were
taken on a brief tour and saw how close
some of the student halls were to the
lecture theatres. The tour guide was very
informative and kind in answering our
many inquiries.
Students from Year 9 have visited
Hope University and met Oscar, a
former NLA student who was just
starting his studies at the university.
The trip was organised to help raise aspirations and to
allow the students to experience university life. Activities
during the visit included: a tour of the campus; a Why go
to University? lecture; a study skills session; and an
activity on learning journeys.
The students really enjoyed listening to two of Hope
Ambassadors’ personal and differing journeys
from secondary school to university. They
explored the campus, viewed lecture theatres
and spoke with the lead officers of the
Students’ Union.

“I wasn’t really thinking about
going to university before but
now I think it is something I
would like to do.”
Jack Crickson

“It was quiet and had a nice
community feel and lots of different
sports to try. It’s something we’d
definitely like to do in the future.”
Jack Elder and John Forsyth

“Hearing the ambassadors talk about how they got
to university made me think that I could do it too.”
Nicole Clegg

“I can’t believe you have to sit in the lecture theatre
for two hours just taking notes without talking!”
Paige Murphy

We then had an English Literature lecture. Wow! If you were
not thinking about taking English Literature at university, you
would be after that lecture. We were exposed to a whole new
side of the play, Othello. The lecturer used props and
interesting insights, whilst also leaving out information in order
to question our knowledge of the play. We enjoyed it so much
that we didn’t want the lecture to end. I’m definitely thinking
about taking an English Literature course at university.

Spotlight:
Liverpool
Hope
University
Year 12 student, Ryan Nevin, reports on a university visit.

The trip was beneficial as it offered
information and education about
pursuing English to degree level. Soon
after arriving we had an enriching tour
around the campus which allowed us to
experience the unique atmosphere of a
university.
After stopping for lunch, we went to our first lecture. It
explored the differences in men and women's language
choices and was both an informative and an interactive
educational session. Our second lecture was on the works of
Thomas Hardy and we learned about his use of time passage
and metaphors in his work. The trip was an amazing
experience - not only did we gain information about continuing
A Level Language through to degree level but we also got a
feel for university life.
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NEWSROUND
Lest we
forget...

Students at NLA created a ‘war horse’ for
Remembrance Day at the school.
Taking their inspiration from Michael Morpurgo’s play, they made a smaller
scale horse and covered it with poems by seminal war poets, including
Siegried Sassoon and Wilfred Owen. A collaborative project between staff
and students, the war horse was a moving tribute. Many of our students
have brothers or sisters, parents or aunts and uncles that are currently
serving in British armed forces and are present in conflicts around the
globe.
The academy fell silent in remembrance of all those who have sacrificed
themselves to protect and secure our freedom. The start of the two minute
silence was signalled by a broadcast of The Last Post and was closed with
Reveille.
Each year, our students think of innovative ways to commemorate those
that have fallen in conflict and to mark the very special day. In 2014, a
team of staff and students created and installed a replica spitfire from
papier-mâché, taking inspiration from the Colditz Glider.
Events and Extended Services Coordinator, Mr Devey, said: “It is touching
how every year our students demonstrate that Remembrance Day is very
important to them. They create the artistic projects and they are a credit to
themselves and the academy.”

“It is touching how every year our students
demonstrate that Remembrance Day is very
important to them. They create the artistic
projects and they are a credit to themselves and
the academy.”

DO YOU HAVE A NATIVE
LANGUAGE OTHER
THAN ENGLISH?
Calling all our international Sixth Form students!
It is now possible to take the IELTS (International English Language Testing System)
exam, after receiving one-to-one or small group preparation.
IELTS is the most widely taken English language assessment in the world, with over two
million people taking the exam in 2014. The results are respected all over the globe and
used by universities and immigration departments as absolute proof of English language
ability.
The qualification is used in NLA’s Sixth Form to add something extra to UCAS applications
and is a great qualification to have later in life. Several students have gained above their
university IELTS requirements, enabling them to study undergraduate courses.
IELTS has continued to grow, with more students working hard to gain this qualification.
It requires work and dedication, but the rewards are immense.
Please go to www.ielts.org for more general information; to find out about the course at
NLA please speak to Miss Jelfs (room 2006).
“The course helped me with my
English grammar and gave me more
confidence before starting at
university.”
(IELTS student)

Learning outside
the classroom
Level 3 Childcare students,
Jenna Harper and Ellie Jackson,
have successfully supported a
group of children on a trip to Wales.
They were invited to join the family day trip by Life
Bank Nursery where they are currently on placement.
The Year 12 students are studying the Level 3 BTEC
course in Children’s Play, Learning and Development.
It requires placement experience in Early Years
settings and the trip supported their portfolio of
evidence.
The educational day out for nursery staff, children and
parents allowed Jenna and Ellie to gain an insight into
the importance of stimulating experiences for young
children. It directly related to the current unit they are

studying in class which focuses on the importance of
parental partnership and experiences with parents.
Jenna and Ellie report: “We were delighted to go on
the Terrig trip with the staff, children and parents from
our nursery placement. It supported unit 5 of our
coursework as we experienced partnership work. The
trip consisted of outdoor experiences for the children
so it also fitted in with unit 2 - different approaches to
learning, such as forest schools.
“We interacted with parents and looked after children
whose parents couldn’t make it. There was even a
visit to see Santa, followed by roasting marshmallows
on a campfire and a donkey ride! Because there were
2-4 year olds on the trip, it linked to our units and
placement portfolios.”
Pictured are Jenna (left) and Ellie

Retail therapy

STOP
PRESS
One of our Year 13
students, Jade
Grindle, has already
received an
unconditional offer
from Teeside
University to study
Early Childhood
Studies. So far, Jade is
the first of our Year
13s to have been
given one of these
offers.

Sixth form students from the BTEC Level 3 Retail unit have visited different types of retailing
environments: Liverpool city centre and Cheshire Oaks.
The students experienced the shops and facilities that the city centre had to offer compared with a large retail park shopping environment. As well
as being able to enjoy some free time during the trips, the students became ‘mystery shoppers’ and had to buy products from retailers and rate
their experience on quality, service and cleanliness - key customer drivers for a retail business.
Feedback from the trips was excellent and the students really enjoyed themselves, even buying some Christmas presents at discount prices and
avoiding the queues!

NEWSROUND
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Pupils’ pumpkins
and scary movie!
NLA’s annual half-term Halloween Camp was frightfully good!
Year 6 pupils from our local primary schools were invited to join our raft of Halloween activities and
games. First, they learned how to make Halloween themed shortbread in Mr Gunning’s Cookery class,
deciding on their own choice of shapes, colours and designs. Then, they made ghoulish masks and
haunted Halloween lamps in our Arts and Crafts class.
They watched a (not very) scary Disney movie and the group practised maths and teamwork through a
fun computer game with Mr Fardey. There was even a Creepy Crawly show which featured a python, a
scorpion and a tarantula, among other amazing animals.
The highlight for many was the Pumpkin Carving Competition where the students made their favourite
Halloween designs and then carved them into their own pumpkins. The excited pupils took home
everything they made for Halloween.

“I loved all the activities
but my favourite part
was eating homemade
popcorn and watching a
Disney film in the
cinema with my new
friends. I can’t wait to
start at NLA next year.”
Casey Cooper

“I loved winning
fab prizes in the
bingo game! I’ve
never won
anything before!”
Asia Williams

“The man with the Creepy Crawlies
show was really funny and made
me feel confident enough to put the
snake around my neck.”
Antwone Duke
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Leading the way
Young leaders from NLA have been working with over 100
primary schoolchildren.
The Academy works closely with Liverpool School Sports Partnership (LSSP) and our students
assist in the delivery of a variety of sports and competitions to the pupils. Recently, they have
acted as officials for a large sports hall athletics competition which was hosted at the Academy.
Pupils from ten primary schools worked with NLA’s 30 young leaders. Their roles ranged from
team managers, officials and equipment organisers, to handing out certificates and medals to the
winning teams at the end of the competition.
There is a full calendar of events at which our students volunteer to assist with
the primary schools. Although the majority of activities involve sport, we have
recently offered music, dance and science.
Our students are thriving in these situations and are showing how confident and
mature they have become. They love being thanked by LSSP and the teachers
from the primary schools for being so good in their role and encouraging the
youngsters to achieve their best in the competitions. The Academy is very
proud of its students volunteering to provide these activities and showing how
capable they have become.

“The Academy is very proud of its students
volunteering to provide these activities and
showing how capable they have become.”

“Our students are thriving in these situations
and are showing how confident and mature
they have become.”

Anfield’s
pitch invasion!
A dream came true for NLA students when they acted
as flag bearers at Anfield.
Year 9 students with high levels of attendance and good attitudes to learning had
taken part in an after school football competition. The winning team, along with other
outstanding students, were invited to carry out their duties at Jurgen Klopp’s first
game in charge, at the UEFA Cup match against Ruban Kazan.
The students were on the pitch just before kick-off and joined the Kop singing You’ll
Never Walk Alone, standing just yards from their idols. “Being in the centre circle was
the best feeling in the world,” commented one of the excited students.
Mr Callan added: “Even though Ruban Kazan were robbed of a victory it was great
to experience Anfield. I would like to thank the students involved and all Year 9 for
their ever improving attendance levels.”
Pictured are the students waiting to go onto the pitch, in the stands and at the
school competition.

