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WELCOME
We understand that your Sixth Form 
success depends on excellent teaching 
in a modern environment where every 
student is known and cared for as an 
individual; supported to fulfil their 
potential and realise their personal 
ambitions.

Our prospectus tries to communicate 
what it feels like to study with us after 
GCSE, introducing our specialist team 
of Sixth Form tutors, ambitious and 
welcoming student body, dedicated Sixth 
Form Centre with IT study areas and 
full-time student-centred university and 
careers progression tutors.

We’re proud to be an open and welcoming 
Sixth Form to prospective students and 
parents, after reading this prospectus 
use our website www.nlasixthform.co.uk 
to book a tour of our Sixth Form Centre 
with myself and meet some of our Sixth 
Form students to ask questions and 
understand how your future starts here.
Daniel Crabtree, 

nlasixthform.co.uk

Dan Crabtree 
Assistant Principal-Head of Sixth Form

Emily Vernon, 
Principal

Phil Lloyd, 
Executive Principal
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Free bus travel for 
students living more 

than 3 miles away

£6000 bursary 
towards a degree 
at the University 

of Liverpool

Friendly, supportive 
and ambitious 

student community

Labs and workshops 
equipped to 

university standard

UK and 
international 6th 
Form study visits
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We treat you as young adults, benefitting from an 
extra sense of freedom, to help you develop your 
unique skills and knowledge, with a strong support 
team behind you. Former students, reflecting on 
their time, most often identify the student-teacher 
relationships built on mutual respect, as the 
catalyst for their Sixth Form success. 

We have pathways for a broad range of career 
opportunities, from Science to Sport. Our 
career coaches are on hand to guide you through 
employment and apprenticeship applications and 
interviews, to take part in work placements, taster 
days and summer schools.

Our Sixth Form’s relationships with UK universities 
is a big draw for students applying to study with 
us. One of the unique benefits of NLA Sixth Form 
is that students are eligible for a £6,000 bursary 
to study at the University of Liverpool after Sixth 
Form. Our university partnerships are UK-wide, 
meaning you have the opportunity to experience 
a residential university visit as part of your Sixth 
Form education. 

WHY 
CHOOSE 
US?
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High spec technology 
rooms alongside 

music, radio, TV and 
recording studios for 

our digital/
creative students.

Dance and drama 
studios with a theatre-

quality auditorium, 
including an audio-
visual control suite.

Specialist engineering centre 
with a motorcycle engineering 

workshop, Dynojet rolling 
road – one of only two in the 
North West – and a full range 

of engineering and design 
machinery, including 3D 

printers, laser cutters and 
CNC mills.

Dedicated Sixth Form 
laboratories, equipped to 

university standard to allow 
our students to undertake 
practical work, such as gel 
electrophoresis, outside 
and beyond the scope of 

school laboratories.

Superb modern sports and 
leisure facilities for our Sixth 

Form students, including 
three full-size football 

pitches, a floodlit AstroTurf 
playing field, gym and fitness 
suite, indoor sports hall and 

multi-use games area.
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A Sixth Form study 
centre, open throughout 

school holidays, with 
laptops and computers 

providing a learning 
environment accessible 

to every student. 

Student Centre

Modern art studios 
and ceramics kiln 

rooms to enable our 
Sixth Form students 
to fully explore their 
creative potential.

Art

The iconic NLA building is a state-of-the-art 
learning environment where our Sixth Form 
students work in cutting-edge facilities in 
science, sports, engineering and the arts.  

Well-equipped library, 
in addition to the Sixth 

Form study centre, giving 
students a choice of 

location for independent 
study and a quiet and 

focused place to work.

Study Space
Workshops

Performance

Sport

Media

Labs
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PROFESSOR HORNBY
Researcher-in-Residence

Professor Hornby is on secondment with us from 
the University of Sheffield. He’s a governor of 
the school and takes the lead on our science-
based enrichment programmes. His passion is 
developing scientific thinking and skills in young 
people and he works with many of our students 
on their EPQ ideas.

MR JOHNSTON 
Assistant Head of Sixth Form

Mr Johnston’s role is to support students on a daily 
basis – he provides the liaison between parents, 
teachers and staff, keeping an eye on progress and 
attendance. He also keeps track of all of our Sixth 
Form applications for university, apprenticeships and 
jobs, giving you as much information 
as possible for your career guidance. 

MS PARSONS
Curriculum Leader for Sport

Miss Parsons became a PE teacher so that she could 
share her enthusiasm and genuine love for sport and 
PE with others. Since achieving a First-Class Degree 
in Physical Education, Sport and Dance, she’s worked 
to foster a love for sport and PE through teaching in 
secondary schools. 

Sports Studies at NLA Sixth Form is delivered by 
our extremely well-qualified and experienced PE 
Department, with a team of six teachers specialising 
in specific units to provide our students with the 
stretch, challenge and support they need to fulfil their 
potential.

Her hobbies revolve around sports; she plays five-a-
side football, takes part in indoor rock climbing and 
goes on mountain hikes to tire out her working cocker 
spaniel! 
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MR BRANCH
UCAS Coordinator and Sixth Form Mentor

You’ll find Mr Branch in the Sixth Form Learning Resource 
Centre… He’s responsible for your day-to-day pastoral 
support and leads our career support programme. Mr 
Branch is available throughout the day to advise on your 
plans for progression beyond Sixth Form and is our qualified 
expert in successfully guiding students through the online 
process of university application.  

He’s likely to be the first staff member that you see each 
morning, and the person to talk to if you have any questions 
or problems. Mr Branch meets all Year 11 applicants before 
they join our Sixth Form to help advise and reassure them 
as they make the transition to Sixth Form; he’ll always 
be on hand to support you in your study and share ideas 
throughout your two years with us.

6

MEET OUR 
SIXTH FORM 
TEAM
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MS MATTHEWS
KS5 Lead for English

Ms Matthews is an English Language graduate. 
She has a particular passion for the study of how 
languages change through time and how and why new 
words enter the lexicon.

She exudes a passion for English, inspiring her 
students; her favorite poem is ‘Porphyria’s Lover’ by 
Robert Browning.

ALISTAIR BARGERY
Curriculum Leader for Physics

Dr Bargery’s first degree was an MESci in Geophysics 
& Geology (master’s project on reversals of the 
geomagnetic field) from the University of Liverpool 
and his PhD was in Environmental Science (fluid 
dynamic modelling, applied to flows on different 
planets) from Lancaster University.

He says, “I most love the way that the laws of 
Physics are universal and can be applied to any place 
in time and space in the universe, and that we are 
always finding out about new laws from continued 
experimentation, so it is an ever-developing science. 
I’m fascinated by every branch of Physics and have 
studied various applications, but at the moment my 
main interests are reading about quantum physics and 
how this theory brings into question the deterministic 
nature of the world.”



SUPPORTING 
YOU

We pride ourselves on the range of 
support we provide our students, 
from day-to-day study and revision 
to support with UCAS applications, 
apprenticeships and careers guidance.

 “The quality of advice 
and guidance offered to 
students is very strong. 
Careers guidance is 
highly personalised and 
encourages students 
to be aspirational with 
their choices of further 
education, employment 
or training after they 
leave sixth form.” 
Ofsted, 2017

Mr Branch is our UCAS coordinator 
and Sixth Form mentor – he’s also one 
of the members of staff that you’ll see 
every day whilst studying in the Sixth 
Form Centre. Mr Branch provides 
students with vital pastoral and 
careers support, helping you decide 
how best to fulfil your potential.

We actively encourage our students 
to take part in extra-curricular and 
enrichment activities that give you 
the experience and self-confidence 
to excel when it comes to university 
applications and future careers.
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Build
 M

y future

YOUR 
FUTURE 
STARTS 
HERE!
It’s our job to make sure that 
whatever you want to do – whether 
it’s university, an apprenticeship or 
heading into the world of work –  
you have the skills and qualifications 
you need to succeed.

90%
of students progressed 
to university
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Following a pathway at the NLA will 
make sure that you have both the 
qualifications and the extra-curricular 
experiences to stand out from other 
applicants. 

The University of Liverpool bursary
As an NLA Sixth Form student, if you 
choose the University of Liverpool as 
your first-choice destination, you’ll be 
awarded a grant of £2,000 per year 
to support you through your three 
years of study there.

Our Year 13 Apprenticeship and 
Employment Programme is there for 
you if you decide that university’s not 
the right path. Starting in January of 
Year 13, weekly sessions help you to 
prepare your applications, covering 
CVs and cover letters, interview 
techniques and focus on specific 
pathways into applications. 

We help you access real world working 
environments. The Northern Schools 
Trust has links to more than 50 local 
businesses, who provide mentoring, 
masterclasses, workshops and 
placements for our students. We 
also work closely with Liverpool City 
Region’s Apprenticeships Hub, to 
make sure that our students have 
access to the skills the region needs.

Our NLA alumni have headed for 
destinations including:

University of Liverpool, University of 
Manchester, Newcastle University, 
Leicester University, Liverpool 
John Moores University, Cardiff 
University, University of Lancaster, 
University of Sussex, London College 
and Birmingham City University, 
University of Bristol, Royal Holloway, 
Imperial College London and  
University of Oxford.

nlasixthform.co.uk

6% 
to professional 
employment

2% 
to apprenticeships
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WHERE NEXT?
We caught up with a few former 
NLA Sixth Form students to get 
a taste oftheir life beyond 
Sixth Form... 

nlasixthform.co.uk 11nlasixthform.co.uk

David

Studied: 
Physics, Maths and 
Further Maths 

Progressing to study: 
Physics with a year 
in Europe at Bristol 
University

Algida

Studied: 
Business, English 
Literature and English 
Language

Progressing to study: 
International Business 
at the University of 
Liverpool.

Oana

Studied: 
Business, Economics and 
Maths 

Progressing to study: 
Economics at the 
University of Liverpool.

Anudhi

Studied: 
Physics, Maths and 
Biology 

Progressing to study: 
Mathematics at Royal 
Holloway

Enis

Studied: 
Physics, Maths and 
Further Maths 

Progressing to study: 
Physics at  Oxford 
University

Jack

Studied: 
Engineering, Physics and 
Maths 

Progressing to study: 
Civil and Structural 
Engineering at the 
University of Liverpool.

Emma

Studied: 
History, English 
Language and Sport

Progressing to study: 
History at the University 
of Liverpool.

Louise

Studied: 
English Literature, 
English Language 
and Health & Social 
Care.

Progressing to study: 
Nursing at Edge Hill 
University

Jade

Studied: 
English Language, 
English Literature and 
Travel & Tourism

Progressing to study: 
Film Studies and 
Philosophy at the 
University of Liverpool.

Nikita

Studied: 
English Literature, 
English Language and  
Psychology

Progressing to study: 
Criminology at  University 
of Liverpool



OUR PATHWAYS

Our elite pathways are proving hugely successful, 
supporting students to fulfil their potential not just 
locally, but nationally and internationally.

We make sure you’re following the right course to fulfil your ambitions and potential, 
whether academic or vocational. All of our students receive specialist one-to-one advice 
and guidance as you enrol in Sixth Form, with a personalised progression programme 
throughout your two years with us.

The next four pages introduce our established and new pathways, followed by all the details 
of our diverse range of A-level courses and BTECs.

We’re also proud to present our Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) – a dynamic new 
addition to the timetable which allows you to study a highly specialised area of your own 
interest and receive an AS-level qualification towards university entry.

Each of our subjects are accompanied by a wide range of extra-curricular activities, trips, 
workshops and masterclasses, designed to make you stand out from the crowd when you 
take your next steps after Sixth Form.

12 nlasixthform.co.uk

STUDENT VOICE

13nlasixthform.co.uk

Robert Higham

I applied to NLA Sixth Form after 
studying in the Academy for five years. 
I’m studying double Sports and Applied 
Science because I loved studying the 
subjects at GCSE. 

I’ve really enjoyed Year 12 as it’s 
completely different to school life; 
you’re given freedom to do work on 
your own and study the subjects you 
enjoy. I’ve benefitted from all the 
additional experiences at NLA Sixth 
Form, such as getting work experience 
in coaching, being able to earn a Level 
2 NVQ and a coaching qualification 
through Liverpool FC coaching.

Enis Gerxhalija

I study Maths, Further Maths and Physics at NLA Sixth Form. I am very passionate 
about these subjects and hope to pursue a career that combines all three. My 
experience of the excellent teaching and vast resources to help me with my 
studies, I was certain I wanted to progress to NLA Sixth Form after Year 11.

The jump from Year 11 to Sixth Form is astounding; with the support from my 
friends and teachers, however, it’s been thoroughly enjoyable and one of my 
favourite years. 

Outside of the classroom, we’re given many opportunities to broaden our horizons, 
such as attending a Maths taster day at Oxford, participating in the Physics 
Olympiad and the UKMT Maths Challenge to name a few.

Tao Wang

I applied to NLA Sixth Form because 
of the friendly atmosphere and the 
relationships I’d established with my 
experienced subject teachers.

Year 12 has been enjoyable; my subjects 
are interesting because of the way they 
interlink with one another and, although 
the content is challenging, my teachers 
are always available for support.

Outside of the classroom, I’ve been 
invited to several competitions 
including Physics Olympics and 
Team Maths Challenge. I’ve had the 
opportunity to visit multiple universities 
including Oxford, Liverpool, Sheffield, 
Manchester and Leeds. 

Ellie Rae Byers

As a Year 12 student studying Sport 
and Engineering at BTEC I have no 
more than two lessons a day, so I get 
enough spare time to complete work 
in the LRC. This helps me to stay up 
to date with my coursework and gives 
me time to prepare for any exams or 
assessments that I have coming up.

At Sixth Form we go on lots of 
university trips, so we feel informed 
when deciding if we want to go to 
university or take the apprenticeship 
route. I’m going to Jaguar Land Rover 
in the summer for a week’s work 
experience within their engineering 
department, this will help me with 
aspects of my course and when 
completing my university applications.

Molly Winn

I study Business and Travel and Tourism; I’m enjoying my subjects because I’m learning 
something new each day and my teachers are always there to help if I need them.

I applied to NLA Sixth Form because I thought it had more to offer me which would 
help with my future career options. The whole Sixth Form was invited to a two-day 
‘Build my Future’ event at UCLAN and University of Liverpool. This event gave us 
some great advice and information about what we could do in the future.

My future aspiration is to go to university and study law in some capacity; I am 
currently comparing courses and considering available apprenticeship opportunities.



Outside the classroom:

Maths Exponentials visit 
the University of Oxford 
to spend a day doing 
Maths with tutors and 
undergraduates in the  
Maths Department. 

We take part in the 
Team Maths Challenge 
and the UKMT maths 
challenges, with a number 
of students each year 
progressing to the later 
rounds and Olympiad.

We provide coaching for 
our Maths teams, working 
with students to specifically 
develop their problem-
solving abilities.

The Sixth Form MAT & 
STEP Club (Mathematics 
Admissions Test and 
Sixth Term Examination 
Paper) helps you develop 
the problem solving 
skills needed for a Maths 
degree and deepens 
your understanding of 
A-level material.

We also offer high 
level TMUA (Test of 
Mathematics for University 
Admission) papers for 
students applying to study 
Maths at highly-
competitive universities.

Exponentials attend the 
Advanced Maths Support 
Group every Monday at 
the University of Liverpool, 
focusing on advanced 
Maths problem-solving.

Maths and Further Maths are two of the most 
desirable A-levels, sought after by universities and 
employers. Former NLA students who’ve studied 
maths have gone on to become doctors, engineers 
and accountants.

We celebrated excellent A-level Maths results last year. Our teachers focus on making sure 
that students understand how maths theories and techniques are applied in the real world. 

Maths and Further Maths lessons are both engaging and active. Sixth Form mathematicians 
are on their feet, working on whiteboards around the Exponentials room and are encouraged 
to work collaboratively. You’ll learn to present your work to the rest of the class – crucial 
life skills for professions including teaching, lecturing and working in industry.

You’ll have designated Mechanics, Statistics, and Pure Maths teachers, all of whom 
are experts within their own fields. Your specialist teaching team will help you meet the 
high expectations of our Maths Exponentials students, working both inside and outside 
the classroom.

Maths
Follow our Exponentials pathway

KS5 leader: 
Mr Cameron

Entry requirements: 
Grade 7 for maths; 
grade 8/9 for further maths

Course requirements: 
Five hours per subject per 
week (10 hours if you’re 
adding an A-level in 
further maths)
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Outside the classroom:

We build enrichment 
opportunities for all of 
our students, taking our 
Science Scholars to Isaac 
Physics workshops and 
masterclasses at local 
universities. 

We provide work 
experience opportunities 
– two of our chemists 
recently worked with Sciex 
in Warrington to undertake 
chemical analysis using 
their mass spectrometers. 

We help students to get 
involved in experiences 
outside the Sixth Form. We 
take you along to events 
and help you get there 
independently too. Our 
students recently headed 
out for a Maths lecture by 
Professor Roger Penrose at 
the University of Liverpool. 

NLA students have access 
to the labs at the Catalyst 
Science Discovery Centre 
in Widnes, giving them a 
unique opportunity to take 
part in Chemistry beyond 
A-level.

Our Sixth Form students 
are training to keep bees. 
Next year the roof will 
house beehives and we’ll 
soon be making our own 
Sixth Form honey.

Our scientists work on 
hydroponics projects 
alongside Farm Urban, 
researching this highly-
sustainable way of growing 
plants in mineral-rich water, 
rather than soil.

This Pathway is for students looking to study 
Science or Maths at university. Our Applied 
Science BTEC (page 27) is geared towards 
apprenticeships and work- based learning.

Our focus on Maths and Science is designed to develop students with excellent technical 
skills, become the leaders of our future economy. It’s a good starting point for a career 
as a doctor, banker (physics makes you an excellent problem solver!), in risk analysis or 
specifically within a branch of Science.

We have dedicated Sixth Form science labs, equipped to university standard – a unique 
prospect for a UK Sixth form. Our students are cloning proteins from mealworms and 
working on advanced chemistry catalyst reactions.

Mr Blackham, a physics graduate, brings his extra subject knowledge and enthusiasm to 
lead our A-level teaching. Professor David Hornby, on secondment from the University of 
Sheffield, works with our Science Pathway students to develop their scientific thinking  
and technical skills, while leading all of our outreach programmes.

Science
Follow our Science Scholars Pathway

Lead practitioner 
and Key Stage 5 lead: 
Mr Blackham

Entry requirements: 
Grade 7 in any 
Science subject

Course requirements: 
Five hours per subject 
per week

nlasixthform.co.uk
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Outside the classroom:

NLA Sixth Form students 
are working on a Formula 
E race car, with Year 12s 
involved in a national 
competition to build their 
own car for a ‘race’ based 
on how far you can go, 
not how fast, addressing 
climate change and 
CO2 emissions.

We teach vehicle 
technology using our 
Lambretta race team. 
We’ve placed in street class 
250CC events around the 
country while we hone our 
vehicle maintenance skills.

Our on-site shop, Scoot 
66, specialises in classic 
Lambretta/ Vespa scooter 
parts and accessories 
providing real experience to 
our engineering students.

We boast a fully operational 
diagnostic rolling road for 
motorbikes – a Dynojet, 
one of only two in the north 
west, to optimise engine 
performance.

Our workshops are 
equipped with a huge range 
of engineering equipment 
including 3D printers, laser 
cutters and CNC milling 
machines.

We take part in the Jaguar 
4x4 challenge to design 
and build a radio controlled 
four-wheel drive vehicle. 
Each car must negotiate a 
test track that simulates 
real life, performing as a full 
scale 4x4 vehicle would in 
an off-road environment.

Engineering is the greatest area of employment 
growth in the UK. Our Engineering students will 
become part of that future workforce of engineers 
and technicians with an excellent broad base of 
technical knowledge and specific skills.

Head for a career in electrical engineering, aerospace engineering, or as a design engineer, 
construction engineer, agricultural engineer, automotive engineer or biological engineer 
when you choose this course.

Engineering has a strong pedigree at NLA Sixth Form, teaching Level 2 Engineering since 
2006. You can choose from a single award, equivalent to one A-level, or a double award,  
the equivalent of two A-levels.

Depending on your choices, you can study units including product design and manufacture, 
computer aided design in engineering, welding technology, CNC machine processes and 
electronic devices and circuits. Our teachers take you from the practical to the theoretical 
to the exhilarating, from skills from our trained mechanic to expertise from Maths A-level – 
and then out on the racetrack!

Engineering
Follow our Engineering Pathway 
to gain a single or double award BTEC

Key Stage 5 lead:
Mr McCarthy

Entry requirements: 
A 6 in Maths, or Maths and 
Physics with a good grasp 
of mathematical skills

Course requirements: 
Single BTEC 
five hours per week
Double BTEC
ten hours per week
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Outside the classroom:

We work with the LFC 
Foundation to achieve 
a Level 2 Sport Leaders 
award for our Year 12 
students.
 
We work alongside Daisy 
UK (Disability Awareness 
Introducing Sport to 
Youngsters) development 
unit on a variety of Sixth 
Form led events including 
the Blue Run, in memory of 
Joseph Lappin.

As a member of the 
Liverpool School Sports 
Partnership, our Sports 
Pathway students organise 
both tournaments and 
sports hall athletics 
competitions for the city’s 
primary schools.

The PE department 
delivers our popular 
Duke of Edinburgh award 
programme, open to all 
Sixth Form students.

As you might expect at a Sixth Form in the heart of 
North Liverpool, Sport is one of our most popular 
and successful courses. Our Sports Pathway 
combines physical activity with physiotherapy, 
nutrition, coaching and teaching.

Our purpose-built state-of-the-art sports facility includes a full-size 4G AstroTurf pitch 
for football and hockey; three netball courts and tennis courts; two 11-a-side grass football 
pitches, a rugby pitch, three outdoor basketball courts, a sports hall, fitness suite and four 
modern sports studies classrooms.

Our focus on the Sport Pathway is as much on what happens outside the classroom as 
inside. You’ll get the opportunity to launch and run sports events using NLA facilities 
and work with students from other schools and local community groups to really make a 
difference in your sporting specialism. 

Sports 
Honours 
Programme 
Follow our Sports Diploma Pathway 
with an optional NVQ

Key Stage 5 lead: 
Miss Parsons

Entry requirements: 
Level 2 BTEC in Sport, 
or good grades in Biology/ 
science GCSEs

Course requirements: 
Single BTEC 
five hours per week
Double BTEC 
ten hours per week

nlasixthform.co.uk



Art School
Follow our Creators pathway

Business and 
Finance 
Futures
Follow our Professionals pathway

Key Stage 5 lead:
Ms Holmes

Entry requirements: 
4 in English and 4 in Maths. 
Art or design at grade 5 or 
above

Course requirements: 
Five hours per subject per 
week plus studio time

Outside the classroom:

Students work towards an 
Arts Award to grow their 
arts and leadership skills 
whilst accruing additional 
UCAS points.

Students participate in 
specialist workshops led 
by professional artists to 
develop skills in key areas 
and understand artists 
relationships with and 
understanding of the world 
around them.

Students are encouraged 
and supported to 
participate in local and 
national competitions and 
are given opportunities to 
exhibit work both in and out 
of school. 

Students study in top studio 
facilities and have access 
to a wide range of design 
technology including laser 
cutters, 3D printers and 
CNC machines.

Students have lots of 
opportunities to visit local 
and national exhibitions 
to build their cultural 
experiences and inspire 
their practice.

Studying art enhances the mind and the hand. It 
will challenge your fine motor skills, your problem 
solving and your creativity. 

The world desperately needs people who can think differently and engage with others. This 
pathway will support you to do this. No matter what future career you choose, if you can 
arrange, present, communicate and display material in a way that is visually pleasing you will 
have an advantage.

This programme will support you to progress to further and higher education. It will improve 
your visual expression and your understanding of the creative process while building a solid 
portfolio of work for university interviews.

There is unprecedented growth in demand for artists and designers, linked to our increasing 
consumption of the internet. This pathway will develop your skills in drawing, painting, 
sculpture, printmaking and mixed media. You will also build your critical thinking and research 
abilities through the study of artists and their relationship to the world around them.

Outside the classroom:

NLA Sixth Form students 
participate in the Invest 
for Success programme. 
With the help of investment 
experts, student teams 
choose national share 
portfolios and trade shares 
over a period of six months. 
The students also meet the 
CEO and COO and present 
on their portfolios and 
lessons learned. Prizes are 
awarded for portfolio value, 
presentation skills and 
engagement.

Students work with 
Investec investment 
bank, Deloitte and KPMG 
accountancy along with 
visits to the Bank of England 
and Liverpool University 
Business and Management 
school.

Key Stage 5 lead: 
Ms Douglas

Entry requirements: 
4 in English and 4 in Maths. 
Business at grade 5 or 
above

Course requirements: 
Five hours per subject per 
week

Professional and Business Services locally generate 
more than £4.3billion per annum in gross value 
added. With over 12,000 businesses employing 
93,000 people; this sector constitutes 14.4% of all 
jobs in the Liverpool City Region.

Business, Economics, Maths and other linked facilitating subjects are therefore a very good 
choice for study at NLA Sixth Form. You can choose from A Levels and BTECs to create a 
programme of study that works for you.

Students who complete these programmes go on to incredible university courses and 
employment. These qualifications are recognised by higher education institutions as 
fully meeting admission requirements to many relevant courses in a variety of areas in 
the financial and professional services sector, as single or joint programmes at degree, 
foundation degree or HND level. Students could look to take up employment as junior 
business roles in marketing, administration, finance, events management, HR, marketing 
and other related areas in the business sector, including higher apprenticeships.
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Performance 
Academy
Follow our Performers pathway

Professional 
Writing 
Collective

Key Stage 5 lead:
Ms Senior and Ms Donlevy

Entry requirements: 
4 in English and 4 in Maths. 
Art or design at grade 5 or 
above

Course requirements: 
Fifteen hours per week 
plus additional time for 
rehearsals

Outside the classroom:

Training programmes with 
Liverpool John Moore’s, 
Edge Hill University, 
Liverpool Hope University, 
in which students move 
back and forth on 
community projects.

The NLA has a strong 
performing arts culture, 
and each year, an ambitious 
a number of exciting 
productions are put 
together by the school’s 
actors, directors, dancers 
and musicians for a 
performance to the public.

Trips and visits include 
backstage tours of the 
National Theatre & The 
Globe, Companies such as 
the prestigious RARE, LMA, 
and Act Together visit and 
workshop.

Extracurricular projects 
include community 
performances that see 
collaboration with outside 
parties such as the police, 
theatres, dance troops, 
community centres, agents, 
casting directors, other 
schools and universities.

Enrichment opportunities 
include leadership roles 
in the Dance /Drama 
enrichment, also an 
ambassador role in the 
school creativity drive 
which seeks to inspire the 
younger students through 
the social and emotional 
guidance of older students.  
Lead roles in the school 
productions and community 
wide projects.

Outside the classroom:

Students will be provided 
with opportunities to visit 
the theatre in the West End 
of London, to watch the 
plays they study live, and 
have many opportunities 
to visit various libraries to 
support their studies.

The Writing Collective has 
a huge breadth of interest, 
from sports journalism with 
the Anfield WRAP through 
to watching performance 
poetry in the city.

The professional Writing 
Collective contributes to 
our celebration of World 
Book Day and the promotion 
of Literature and expanded 
vocabularies across the 6th 
Form.

Key Stage 5 lead: 
Ms Matthews and Mr Clark

Entry requirements: 
4 in English and 4 in Maths. 
Business at grade 5 or 
above

Course requirements: 
Fifteen hours per week plus 
additional time for reading

Our Writers pathway is built to instil a genuine 
passion for language, texts and ideas in all our 
students. It will help you to communicate creatively.

You will develop your own writing skills in a range of real-life contexts, as well as your 
ability to analyse other people’s speech and writing. You will learn about the way people use 
language and texts differently in different times and social situations. 

This course will develop your communication and writing skills through a range of practical 
applications.These qualifications directly support progression to further and higher 
education in either Language, Literature or both combined. Students studying English 
will be open to career opportunities such as becoming a writer, magazine or newspaper 
journalist, primary or secondary teaching or even becoming a social media manager.

We aim for our students to progress to study English at highly competitive universities, or 
progress directly into journalism and professional writing apprenticeships after 6th Form.  
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As a student on our performers pathway, you may 
be a future actor or dancer. You will definitely be 
creative, flexible and curious.

Your studies at NLA Sixth Form will give you the skills, resilience, values and techniques 
you need for working towards a career within the performing arts. As your understanding of 
sector grows, you will gain an insight into the range of career opportunities available.

You will benefit from a range of opportunities both in school, and in the local community. 
Your learning experience will also be enhanced by working with visiting industry 
professionals and a range of trips and visits.



EXTENDED 
PROJECT 
QUALIFICATION 
(EPQ)

Why is an EPQ 
important?

An EPQ gives you the 
opportunity to explore 
a subject that interests 
you, beyond your A-levels 
and BTECs. It’s a handy 
qualification to have, as 
it gives you something to 
talk about in your personal 
statement as well as at 
university or apprenticeship 
interviews and job 
applications. It gives 
you the opportunity 
to prove that you can 
successfully undertake 
independent study and 
evidence how passionate 
and well-informed you are 
to future employers and 
university tutors.

What is an EPQ?

An Extended Project 
Qualification, or EPQ, 
gives you the opportunity 
to carry out a research 
project on a topic of 
personal interest or 
importance to you; 
academic or vocational, 
practical or theoretical.

EPQ is an AS-Level (half 
an A-level) qualification, 
graded A*-E and is worth 
up to 28 points towards 
your university entry. Many 
universities, including 
Lancaster, Liverpool, Leeds 
and Southampton, now 
make reduced grade offers 
to students completing 
an EPQ in recognition 
of the skills, maturity 
and understanding the 
qualification provides.    

How is the EPQ 
taught?

A specialist tutor will guide 
you through your EPQ 
in a small tutorial class. 
Lessons combine one-to-
one feedback meetings 
with your EPQ tutor and 
delivery of the practical 
and academic research, 
referencing and writing 
skills you’ll need to 
develop as a researcher 
and project manager. 

EPQ is assessed via your 
portfolio of research 
and development work, 
including an initial Project 
Proposal Form and an 
Activity Log in which you 
record the development of 
your project throughout the 
course of your EPQ. 

What can I do in 
EPQ?

Your EPQ topic is limited 
only by your imagination – 
you’ll work with your EPQ 
teacher to develop any area 
of interest into a strong 
project title. So whether 
you’re interested in human 
rights, maths, fitness, 
history, engineering, virtual 
reality, the NHS, publishing, 
psychology, sports, or 
anything else, taking an 
EPQ in the Sixth Form is a 
great opportunity to explore 
your passion and gain an 
additional qualification.  
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OTHER SUBJECTS
We offer a wide variety of A-level qualifications, delivered by our Sixth 
Form team of specialist teachers. 

Our A-level courses are built upon a foundation of excellent teaching in the 
classroom, but every student benefits from the opportunities to consolidate 
and extend their learning. You’ll experience our world-class facilities and a 
diverse programme of enrichment and extra-curricular activities.

Art

You’ll participate in 
practical and theoretical 
workshops, experimenting 
with a wide range of 
media in order to express 
ideas. This helps you 
develop a wide range 
of transferable skills 
studying Fine Art including 
creativity, problem-
solving, organisation and 
communication skills. 

All practical work is 
underpinned by contextual 
sources and gallery visits, 
to engage with artwork  
first hand. 

Biology

Biology is the study of 
living things, ranging from 
bacteria and yeasts that 
both nourish and threaten 
our health, to the plants 
that provide oxygen and the 
range of mammals and fish 
that walk the land and swim 
in the oceans. 

A-level explores the 
breadth of Biology, from 
molecules, through cells to 
organisms, at a time when it 
is now possible to generate 
simple living organisms 
from DNA sequences and 
edit our own genomes to 
cure complex diseases.

Chemistry

You will explore the 
diversity of the elements 
at an atomic level and 
how subatomic particles 
contribute to the reactions 
we rely upon in living cells, 
drugs and factories. You 
understand how chemistry 
provides us with the food 
we eat, the clothes we wear 
– and the smart phones we 
often depend on! 
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Economics

Economics permeates 
every area of life, and 
you’ll come to appreciate 
how economics can 
provide solutions to 
environmental issues, 
education and life 
expectancy. You’ll also 
develop an enquiring, 
critical and thoughtful 
‘economist’s mind’ 
which will equip you 
for the challenges and 
opportunities of life 
after A-level.



English 
Language

Gain an understanding of 
how language is woven 
into our everyday lives, to 
understand the language 
that influences our 
thoughts, actions and even 
what we believe to be real. 

You’ll also develop an 
understanding of the 
subtleties of language 
use across societies, 
business and politics 
and an awareness of 
how language can 
influence behaviour.

English 
Literature

English Literature A-level 
is universally recognised 
by leading universities as a 
critical asset if you wish to 
apply for degree courses 
in Humanities or Social 
Sciences. 

English Lit develops your 
ability to think critically 
and express your own ideas 
freely. It is an excellent 
foundation for careers 
that demand a command of 
spoken and written English, 
including law, journalism 
and media.

Further Maths

Further Maths allows 
the most talented 
mathematicians to study 
varied and increasingly 
complex areas of 
mathematics in greater 
depth. Further Maths is 
the most sought-after 
A-level for those looking 
to study Maths, Physics, 
Economics, Computing or 
Engineering at university. 

The course is assessed over 
four exams, two core exams 
where you’ll encounter 
complex numbers, matrices 
and differential equations 
alongside two option 
modules chosen from 
Further Mechanics, Further 
Pure, Further Statistics or 
Decision Maths.

History

A-level History covers 
two periods: The Tudors; 
Democracy and Nazism: 
Germany 1918 – 1939, 
alongside a non-exam 
assessment module. 

The non-exam assessment 
is worth 20% of your 
A-level grade, comprising 
a 3,000-word essay across 
a 100 year time period 
of your own choice. This 
historical investigation 
allows students to explore 
a topic of personal interest 
and promotes skills 
valued by universities 
and professions.

Maths

A-level Maths is the best 
opener of doors into 
employment and employers 
put strong mathematical 
and problem-solving skills 
as highly desirable for an 
array of careers. It is a 
challenging and rewarding 
course, which enables 
students to develop a 
love for maths and a 
natural curiosity for 
its applications. 

A-level Maths is 
assessed through three 
exams – two are pure 
mathematics, consisting 
largely of Algebra, 
Calculus, Logarithms, 
Vector Geometry and 
Trigonometry. The third 
paper is an applied 
mathematics paper spilt 
equally between Statistics 
and Mechanics.

Physics

Physics probes the 
foundations of what makes 
the universe tick. From 
the largest structures 
imaginable to the smallest 
possible scales of 
interaction, Physics tries 
to answer how the 
phenomena of our world 
and universe occur. 

The A-level course is 
designed to equip curious 
minds with the knowledge 
and skill set needed to 
begin to answer the 
biggest questions humans 
currently face.  

Psychology

Psychology is the scientific 
study of the mind and 
human behaviour. Students 
on this course will consider 
issues such as forgetting, 
cultural differences in 
attachment, reasons for 
offending and treatments 
for mental disorders. 

Students acquire a broad 
range of skills, such as 
critical thinking, the 
ability to plan and carry 
out research projects, 
essay writing and revision 
techniques – many of which 
are transferable and will 
provide an ideal base  
for their future university 
or work life.
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Sociology

Sociology is concerned 
with social behaviour 
and attempts to answer 
questions about why people 
behave the way they do. 
For example, why do girls 
outperform boys in the 
education system? Why 
is there still poverty in 
the 21st century? What 
explains the growth in 
violent street crime in the 
past few years? Sociology 
makes you think!

Sociology is an accessible 
A-level that manages 
to bridge the arts and 
sciences, dealing with data 
and theories alongside 
argument debate and 
creative thinking.    
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All our BTECs are Level 3 (A-level equivalent) 
qualifications that can be taken alone or alongside 
other A-level courses. BTECs are vocational qualifications 
which means they are focused on developing an 
understanding of the world of work and provide an 
opportunity for you to practice relevant 
skills in real-life professional settings. 

Many employers and universities are looking for students 
with BTEC qualifications on their CV, which means a BTEC 
is an excellent option, whether you wish to progress to 
university or employment after Sixth Form.

ADVANCED 
APPLIED 
COURSES:
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Sport

The Level 3 Diploma in Sport at NLA 
6th is not just about being able to 
play sport; it will provide you with the 
skills, knowledge and understanding to 
progress onto University level sport-
related programmes such as Sport and 
Physical Education, Sport Science, 
Physiotherapy, Sports Coaching and 
Development or Sport and Leisure 
Management.

Performing Arts

This course is designed for students 
interested in vocational training 
in the arts and performance. The 
Performing Arts BTEC is a step closer 
to a career in the television, theatre, 
film and dance industry, developing 
the skills and experience you’ll need 
as a professional in the creative 
sector and beyond. The course 
includes practical workshops and skills 
development alongside learning about 
the production process and analysing 
professional performances.

Travel and Tourism

The Travel and Tourism BTEC provides 
a highly specialist work-related 
qualification in the travel and tourism 
sector. You will study real world case 
studies and develop the skills and 
knowledge needed to run events, 
organise holidays and progress to 
work in the dynamic world of travel 
and tourism businesses. This BTEC 
provides a lot of transferable skills 
recognised by a range of employers 
such as leadership, communication, 
teamwork and problem-solving.

Applied Science

Our Applied Science BTEC provides 
a vocational pathway into Level 3 
Science. The course is lab-based, 
so you’ll gain an enormous breadth 
of practical experience beyond the 
purely theoretical. This is the perfect 
qualification for anyone who wants 
to go into an apprenticeship or 
university healthcare courses, such as 
Nursing, Midwifery, Forensic Science, 
Physiotherapy, or Sports Science.

Business

The Business BTEC gives you a broad 
understanding of business and its 
related functions, such as marketing, 
finance and human resources. 
This course provides you with the 
opportunity to immerse yourself 
in the world of business and gain 
transferable skills, such as teamwork, 
problem-solving and researching.

Health and Social Care

This BTEC is a National Level 3 
qualification, equivalent to two 
A-levels and perfect for students 
wanting to go into the health and 
social care sectors. There are eight 
units to the course, of which two 
are externally assessed exams, one 
is an externally assessed controlled 
assessment and five are internally 
assessed pieces of coursework. Our 
most recent Health and Social Care 
students have progressed to both jobs 
and university study in nursing, social 
work, childcare, midwifery and the 
probation service.    
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HOW TO 
APPLY

NLA Sixth Form is part of 
the Northern Schools Trust

We look forward to you joining us!

I hope our prospectus has 
given you a feel for what it’s 
like to continue your studies 
after high school with us at 
NLA Sixth Form.

I expect you’ll have 
questions about taking your 
next steps after GCSE, our 
Sixth Form team would 
love to hear from you. 

Mr Crabtree, H
ead of N

L
A

 S
ixth

 F
orm

To find out more, arrange a tour of the 
6th Form, speak with a course advisor, or 
make an application contact us by e-mail  
6thformapplications@northliverpool.co.uk 
or telephone 0151 260 4044.

Our website 

nlasixthform.co.uk 
is a great place to find out more about 
the courses we offer, discover our 
state-of-the-art facilities, and get 
to know our teachers and students.


