
Key Stage 3 Curriculum 

 English Language and Literature  
Key Stage 3 English provides students with the opportunity for three years, to discover and 

practise a variety of skill areas. Whether students are going to follow a career in English or 

whether they will require skills in order to follow alternative pathways, English is key to 

understanding and modelling the world round us.  

 

A broad selection of reading and writing styles are the focal points of Key Stage 3 at North 

Liverpool Academy, as we aim to provide all pupils with the tools necessary to be prepared for 

GCSE English and English Literature. Regardless of their starting point, it is our aim to instil high 

aspirations into every student so that they leave Year 9 engaged, inspired and robust in their 

understanding of a wide range of text types; prepared for the next steps of their academic journey. 

We deliver a fully inclusive KS3 curriculum which has a strong emphasis on literacy, real life writing 

and broad reading opportunities, with stretch and challenge integrated throughout. It is our aim to 

ensure our students develop a deeper understanding of English. 

                           

 

 

 

 



 

Our Learning Journey shows how our topics build upon each other and our students experience a 

wide variety of themes in order to broaden their learning experience: 

 



 

The curriculum is differentiated within topics in order to match the pace and challenge with the 

needs of the students and their learning journey will cover the following key themes: 

 

Learning through Experiences in English 

In order to enhance the provision of English beyond the curriculum, our students benefit from the 

following experiences: 

• Classics4All – Ovid Competition 

• National poetry Day workshops 

• Local Poet visits 

• Trip to Liverpool Docks – Travel Writing 

• Shakespeare Globe Diorama 

Year 7 

Heroes and Villains – Exploring Cultural Heritage through Shakespeare 
Poems from Different Cultures – Diversity and inclusivity. Speaking and Listening 
(Presentations) 
Tales with a Twist – Deconstructing alternative Fairy tales. 
Making Links across History – The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas – Approaches to Analysis. 
My Liverpool – Developing expression through non-fiction texts – Travel Writing 
Adventure novels – Genre, Audience and Purpose. Kensuki’s Kingdom/Lord of the Flies 
Ambitious Creative writing – descriptive devices and techniques 

 

Year 8 

Approaching critical analysis of Shakespeare - Romeo and Juliet 
Victorian Crime Fiction – Texts across time 
War Poetry – Anthology Poetry Analysis and Comparison 
Exploring Genre – Reading Science Fiction 
Developing Knowledge of Genre and Context – Our Day Out (Modern Play – Willy Russell) 
Speaking and Listening (group talk/debate) - Anita and Me/Refugee Boy 
Writing to Argue – Text types, Audience and Purpose 
Media Project – Journalism and the Media– Speaking and Listening (Role Play) 

 

Year 9 

Good Reads – Seminal World Literature – Of Mice and Men/Woman in Black/The Great Gatsby 
Language analysis skills – Contemporary and turn of the century texts 
Evaluation Skills – extract analysis 
Structural Analysis – extract analysis 
Modern Drama – Deconstructing a play - Blood Brothers/An Inspector Calls 
Unseen poetry – Historical and modern poetry 
Dystopian Fiction – Genre, Audience and Purpose 
Synthesis of texts – making links 
Comparison of Viewpoints – textual analysis 
Writing from a viewpoint – Letters, Articles, Speeches, Leaflets. 
Descriptive/Narrative writing - Sophistication of Vocabulary. 
Synthesis of texts – making links 



• Digital Theatre 

• World Book Day 

• Animal Farm Theatre Production 

• Shaping Futures workshops 

• Inter-house competitions 

                  


