
Key Stage 3 Curriculum 

 History  
Key Stage 3 History provides students with the opportunity to explore and experience a variety of 

Historical areas. Whether students are going to follow a career in History or whether they will 

require skills in order to follow alternative pathways, History is key to understanding and 

modelling the world around us, by learning about the past.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our aim is for students to know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, 
chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped 
this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world. Significant 
aspects of the history of the wider world, such as the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion 
and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements 
and follies of mankind will also be explored. At NLA we strive for students to gain and deploy a 
historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ 
and ‘peasantry.’ Understanding historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and 
consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and using them to make connections, draw 
contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically valid questions and create their own structured 
accounts, including written narratives and analyses is pivotal at Key Stage Three. Students should 
understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make 
historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past 
have been constructed before the enter Key Stage Four. Ultimately, students will gain historical 
perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts: understanding the 
connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, 
economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term 
timescales. 

 

 

 



Our Learning Journeys shows how our topics build upon each other and our students experience a 

wide variety of themes in order to broaden their learning experience: 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

The curriculum is differentiated within topics in order to match the pace and challenge with the 

needs of the students and their learning journey will cover the following key themes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning through Experiences in History 

In order to enhance the provision of History beyond the curriculum, our students benefit from the 

following experiences: 

• Norman Castle Building 

• Black History Month 

• Remembrance Day Event 

• Debate Mate 

• Maritime Museum Trip 

• General Haig Role Play and Story Telling 

• Empire Windrush Debate 

     

 

Year 7 

The Normans 
The Black Death 
The Tudors 
The Stuarts 
The Slave Trade 

Year 8 

World War I 
Conspiracy Detectives 
The Rise of Evil 
World War II 

Year 9 

Hitler’s Rise  
Civil Rights 
Russia and the Cold War 
The Winds of Change  
Modern History  


